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Popular Research Methods for Criminological Research
There are several different research methods both quantitative and qualitative that that are critical for researching criminology and criminal justice. Some of the more popular or suitable in criminological research range from survey methods, experimental criminology, and qualitative methods. 
. One type of research methods that is ideal for criminology research is the experimental research design.  The experimental research design is appropriate for hypothesis testing in evaluation or explanatory research. There are three types of experimental designs are used for experimental criminology; classical experimental designs, quasi-experimental designs and non-experimental designs.  Of these three experimental designs, classical experimental design is the most popular. Classical experimental designs enable researchers to assume that the only methodical variance between the control and treatment groups is the manifestation of the intervention; thereby permitting a clear valuation of causes and effects. Moreover, classical experimental design is the ideal method for achieving comparability in the treatment and control groups largely because it has a high degree of internal validity ((Pearson, 2010). 
 Consequently, another suitable research method for criminology research is edge ethnography. Edge ethnography pushes the limits and tests the capabilities and forbearances of researchers by voluntarily taking risks in exploring ostracized populations and deviant and dangerous settings and groups. The edge ethnography method is employed to gain an detailed and profound understanding of settings, groups, and activities in criminology research that could not be possibly achieved to either empirically based quantitative or qualitative research (Pearson, 2010).
Conditions/situations for adopting an Appropriate Research Design
 	To adopt an appropriate research design in criminology research there are several conditions/situations that should be considered first. These important conditions that need to be taken into consideration include causation, units of analysis, and time. 
First and foremost a researcher needs to take into consideration causation largely because it helps them to explain why things are the way they are. Researchers need to examine what conditions must be fulfilled before inferring that something causes something else (Maxfield, Michael & Babbie, Earl 2014).  
 Secondly, regarding units of analysis, researchers need to carefully state the phenomena or people that will be researched in order to avoid mistaken inferences. For instance, in criminal research, people can be units of analysis. Observations such as gender, age, or race are some of the attributes that represent units of analysis (Maxfield, Michael & Babbie, Earl 2014).  
 Subsequently, the researcher needs to take into consideration the time dimension in order to adopt an appropriate research design, primarily because time order is a prerequisite for causal inferences. In essence, the cross-sectional and longitudinal time dimensions are considered. Cross-sectional allows criminal justice researchers to collect data at a single time point. On the other hand, longitudinal time dimensional enables researchers to collect data at multiple time points (Maxfield, Michael & Babbie, Earl 2014).
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